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AMENDMENT SLIP DSPARTMENTAL 
Auman telegram No.79 of 10th February to Foreign 
Office. 
Paragraph 2, line 1 should now read: 


"2. As regards control of 
Trans jordan." 


Paragraph 2, line 14 For "grps. omitted" read: 


",ese. with which such orders are 
carried out by local officials. 


5. This is admittedly not a...." 


COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT 
16th February, 1948. 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


Cypher /OTP DEPARTMENTAL 
TO N OFFICE 

Sir a Kirkbride De 11.44 a.m. llth February, 1948 
O. 7 
Toth Feprusry, 1948 Re 11.12 sem. llth February, 1948 
Repeated to Bagdad Saving 

Beirut " 

Cairo e 

Damascus " 

Jedda ’ 


British Middle East Office Saving 
Jerusalem Saving 


TOP_SECRET 
dressed to Foreign Office telegram lio. 79 of 10th 

Febr repea ng to Bagdad, ’ — 

Damascus, Jedda, British Middle Rest Office and Jerusalem. 


a Te 


RSS 
Jerusalem telegram No. 288 to you. 


Position in Areb ereas of Palestine adjacent to 
Transjordan appears to be that the authority of the 
Central Government is practically non-existent. See 
paregraph 8 of Jerusalem telegram No. 252. With this 
Situation and an unguarded frontier it would be idle to 
hope that Arab national orgenisations would allow e vacuum 
to exist. I doubt whether the Arab States could now secure 
the withdrewel from Palestine of volunteer detachments even 
if they wished, and demands from Jerusalem thet they should 
do nothing to assist the Arabs of Palestine so long as the 
mandate exists seem to me to markedly strengthen indignetion 
in Arab countries on the subject of events in Palestine and 
is not fully appreciated. 


2. 8 regards [grp. undec ? control of] Transjordan 
side of the frontier, it may be possible by continued 
pressure to prevent the crossing of further organised 
detachments of volunteers with their transport but I can 
hold out no hope of checking clandestine passage of parties 
on foot across the 96 fords which exist between the Sea of 
Galilee and the Dead Sea. Physicel means for such an 
effective blocking of the frontier are not at present 
available, and while by constant nagging I heve brought the 
King to issue — orders designed to check the crossing 
of Trensjorden territory by volunteers for Palestine, there 
is no doubt that feeling here on the subject of Palestine 
is now so intense es to effect the efficiency and loyalty 


/with 


with which [grps. omitted ] eee Situation but 
it exists and I submit that it is not likely to be 
improved . bul lying re es it is erally 
believed, doubtless without justification, t the 
authorities in Palestine are more inclined to help 
Jews than Arabs. I am approving methods which ny 
experience here has indicated are likely to produce the 
best results. — 


[Note by Communications Department. Repetition 
of omitted groups being obtained]. 
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